Geography 301 Worksheets:  

Starr, “A City Desperately Seeking a Civic Identity” and Garde, “City Sense and Suburban Design”

If Garde’s thesis is correct, then many parts of Los Angeles are transitioning to a new, more urban sort of physical and cultural identity.  
1. Is this true of the San Fernando Valley?  Use evidence from your observations of the Valley to support your answer.

2. Does the Valley have a “narrative” (in Starr’s sense) of itself?  Does this narrative work for or against the Valley’s transition toward urbanity?  

3. If the Valley’s current, dominant narrative does not go with urbanity, can you point to any alternative narratives that do?  

